KARMA                   l8l
Q. You speak of the Law of Karma, but are there not
two other explanations or theories of human destiny—onCy
the Will of God, and the other, the Result of Chance ?
Ans. Of course, one theory is that destiny is the Will
of God, that at His command things are bestowed or are
withheld, that we are like puppets moved by His hand and
no exertion can change our destiny. But a consistent
application of this theory means that God blinds children
and breaks the hearts of strong men, permits the innocent
to suffer for the guilty and creates a world with souls
born as cripples or idiots or congenitally diseased for no
fault of theirs. And for what purpose ? We know not
why we come into the world and whither we tend, treated
unjustly so long as we stay here. But this theory of human
destiny shows God to be unjust and capricious.
Again, if destiny be the result of chance, life is
merely a hotchpotch of circumstances. If there be God,
He does not concern Himself with the world He has
created. Human bodies might be born through parents
swayed by passion in a hovel, or in the home of refined
persons, without a law governing birth, without any choice
on our part or justification of the conditions or environ-
ments, everything being the result of chance. Then we
can never be certain of results; we might toil for years,
and after all might fail by chance. Science is possible
because nature is organised by law. Why should there be
law and order in all things in the universe except in human
events and human existence ?
Q. Then what is the third explanation of destiny, this
Law of Karma ?
Ans. Karma literally means Action. Every action has
a past which leads up to it as well as a future proceeding
from it. An action implies a desire which prompted it,.

